ORDINANCE #T8
A].{ ORDINANCE AMEI{DING CODINGTON COTJNTY ZOITING ORDINATTCE
REGULATING SHOOTING/TARGET/SHOOTING RANGES IN CODINGTON

COUNTY
Amend Section

II Definitions

to include the following:

Target/Shooting Ranges shall be defined as an area for the discharge ofweapons for sport
under controlled conditions where the objects ofthe shooting is an object such as, but not limited
to, paper, metal or wooden targets.
Amend Section IV Article 4,2 Agriculture Zone Special Exceptions Category by including
the following use:
#23. TargeVShooting Range here after referred to as the "Range"

Amend Section V General Requirements to include the following new article:
5.19 Range Requirements
5.19.1 Detrnitions,

1.

Archery Ranges are included as Ranges.

2.

Firearm means a gun that discharges shot. Bullet or other projectile by means of an
explosive, gas, compressed air, or other propellant.

3.

Range Oflicer means the person designated to be responsible at
during any activity.

4.

for the discharge of weapons for sport under controlled
conditions where the object of the shooting is an inanimate object such as, but not limited to,
paper, metal, or wooden targets. A Range Officer shall be present on site at any Range when
the range is in use.

A Range shall be defined

a

Range at any given time

as an area

5.19.2 Special Exception Permits.

No Range shall be established within the Codington County without first obtaining a Special
Exception Permit.
5.19.3 General Regulations for AII Ranges.

No Special Exception Permit shall be approved for any Range unless all ofthe following
conditions are met (unless specifically waived by the Board ofAdjustrnent):

.

I

a-

A

safety plan shall be submitted along with the application. The plan, once approved, shall be
posted in a prominent place at the site. Any changes to the safety plar shall be submitted to
the County Board of Adjustment for approval. At a minimum the safety plan must state ;

A method of identi$ing the Range Officer when the Range Officer is present at the site,
Additionally, a perrranent log identifying the Range Officer who is present when required at
the facility must be maintained and available for inspection by the County or local law
enforcement officers.

b.

The authority of Range Offrcers to carry out the rules and regulations on the site and to
enforce penalties.

c.

The policy for the site for the use of alcohol.

d.

Controlled substances are prohibited on the site.

e.

Rules for the safe handling of weapons.

f.

A building and grouDds maintenance plan.

g.

Administrative Rules to include regulations that normally govern range schedules, parking,
guest policies, member/user responsibilities, hours, of operation, secuity. program
development, ralge supervision and other items such as sign-in procedures.

h-

Regulations on the ty,pe of weapon, shooting activity, caliber, shot size or typ€ of target to
ensure safety for range users aud others.

i.
j.

The penalties that are in force for violations

2.

On an annual basis applicants must provide proof of insurance.

3.

Applicants shall continuously keep the County (to be specified) informed as to the current
names and telephone numbers of the officers of any organization having an interest in the
Range. Any changes to the names or telephone numbers ofthe officers shall be reported to
the County within thirty (30) days ofthe change.

ofthe safety plan.

The method used to control fespass or unauthorized access to the ftmge or preserve.

4. All ranges must confol

entrance to their sites.

5.

No alcohol licenses shall be granted to any site that has a Range.

6.

Parking space for all memberso owners or guests must be on-site and is not allowed on public
streets or roads.

5.19.4 Special Regulations for Ranges. Applications for all Ranges, in addition to any other
requirements of this Ordinance, must also show:
1

,

A survey delineating

the layout of all individual Ranges.

2.

Setbacks to all property lines.

3.

Method of containing projectiles within each individual range (such as earthen berms or
other method).

4.

Mettrods to be employed to reduc€ Doise, including impulse noise.
The maximum noise that may escape

tle

range into areas not contolled by the owner is

125 dB

5. All Ranges shall be designed using the NRA Range Source Book as a guideline.
5.19.5 Application Requirements. Each application for a Range shall, at a minimum, include
the following:

l.

A description of specific activities to be conducted on-site.

2.

The hours and days of operation.

3.

The maximum number of people using the facility at any one time.

4.

A plan, ifapplicable, for collecting and recycling used shot.

5.

A delineation of any special events, ifany.

6.

A sewage, water and solid waste management plan.

5.19.6 Area Regulations.

1.

Minimum Lot Size: Ten (10) acres

2.

Minimum Front Yard: One hundred fifty (150) feet

3.

Minimum Side Yard: Three hundred (300) feet

4.

Back of the Range Setback: A minimum of one thousand (1000) feet from any buildings
and/or roads.

5.

Setback from Residences: One-quartq (1/4) mile to be measured from the firing line to the
nearest residentiaJ dwelling.

6.

Setback from Commercial Uses: One-quarter (1/4) mile to be measured fiom the fuing line
to the nearest commercial structure.

7.

Setback from Churches and Schools: One-quarter (1/4) mile to be measured from the
line to the nearest church or school.

8.

Setback from Municipalities: Three (3) miles to be measured from the
corporate limits of the municipality.

firing

firing line to the

5.19,7 Miscellaneous Regulations.

i

In tle event that any provision ofthis Ordinance or the Special Exception Permit is violated,
or the County otherwise reasonably believes that the healttr, safety or general welfare ofthe
public is endangered by the use, or if the County reasonably believes that a public nuisance
has been created, then, upon ten ( I 0) days written notice, the County may originate action to
either modiff or cancel any Special Exception Permit.

2.

The regulations provided in this Ordinance shail not apply to ranges operated or maintained
by State or Federal agencies.

First Reading 09116103
Second Reading and amendments 09/23103
Therefore be it ordained by the Commissioners of Codingon County upon a motion by Thomas,
second by Larson. Upon vote ofthe Board, all present voted aye; motion carried.
Passed and adopted

Chairperson

ATTEST:

t',

Auditor

l

this 23rd day of September, 2003.

