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Mr. Luke Muller 

Codington County Zoning Office 

1910 West Kemp 

Watertown, South Dakota, 57201 

 

Re:  Adoption and Enforcement of Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance 

 

Dear Mr. Muller: 

 

For a community to participate in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), the community 

must adopt and enforce floodplain management regulations and a flood damage prevention 

ordinance that meet or exceed the minimum NFIP standards and requirements. These standards are 

intended to prevent loss of life and property, as well as economic and social hardship that result from 

flooding.  

 

Codington County has been a participating community within the NFIP since February 1, 1986. 

During this time, over $300,000 of insurance claims have been paid out to residents within the 

County. There currently 25 residents that currently have NFIP insurance which provides over 

$7,000,000 of coverage. 

 

If Codington County elects not to enact or enforce a flood damage prevention ordinance, the County 

will be suspended from the NFIP. As such, no  

 

1. No resident will be able to purchase a flood insurance policy. 

2. Existing flood insurance policies will not be renewed. 

3. No Federal grants or loans for development may be made in identified flood hazard areas 

under programs administered by Federal agencies such as HUD, EPA, and SBA; 

4. No Federal disaster assistance may be provided to repair insurable buildings located in 

identified flood hazard areas for damage caused by a flood. 

5. No Federal mortgage insurance or loan guarantees may be provided in identified flood 

hazard areas. This includes policies written by FHA, VA, and others. 

6. Federally insured or regulated lending institutions, such as banks and credit unions, must 

notify applicants seeking loans for insurable buildings in flood hazard areas that there is a 

flood hazard and that the property is not eligible for Federal disaster relief. 
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I strongly encourage that Codington County maintains a flood damage prevention ordinance and 

enforce the requirements within the ordinance. The ramifications if the County does not are severe. 

By withdrawing or being suspended from the NFIP, the County will leave their residents at risk 

increasing the potential of loss of life, property and economic stability if a disaster were to occur.  

 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the NFIP and management of the floodplain, please 

do not hesitate to reach out. You may contact me at 303-235-4802.   

 

Sincerely,  

 

   
Tom Birney, CFM  

Natural Hazards Specialist 

  FEMA Region VIII, Mitigation Division 

 

 

 

cc: 

Mr. Marc Macy – SD State NFIP Coordinator 

 


